
  

 

Saturday 14th May; a Day of Finals but who will get the Elite Medals? 

 

 

In our last release, we saw a few names for the Junior athletes who might get onto the podium in the 2022 

edition of the Caorle Europe Triathlon Cup. Their medal-decider takes place on Saturday, just after lunch 

(14:00 = Junior Women, 15:00 = Junior Men). 

We will get to see the Elite race later in the day; at 16:30 for the Women and 18:30 for the Men. 

Saturday is going to be an amazing day; packed with racing and will also be the final chance for the coaches 

and team managers to select their teams for the Sunday Mixed Team Relays, which will see U23 and Junior 

athletes racing together in this format for the first time in international triathlon history. 

But first, let’s have a look at the Elite line-up and see where the medals might be won. 

There are quite a few athletes making the mega-journey from “Downunder” to race here. This would be the 

autumn period for their racing season but a golden opportunity to gain extra points and prize-money. Don’t 

forget, there is a €10,000 prize-purse available for the Elite and U23 athletes at this event and we are pretty 

sure that many athletes who travel over, or up to Europe for the season will stay and race the Europe Triathlon 

circuit as well as the numerous grand-prix circuits that are held around the region. 

Leading the Aussie Army, is Emma Jeffcoat. Unless she gets a last-minute golden ticket to race in 

Yokohama, we will see her on the start list and she has to be one of the favourites for a medal, if not the win. 

With 23 Podiums and 16 Wins, she has moved successfully from the U23 rankings and is no stranger to gold 

in Europe, having won gold at the 2019 Tiszaújváros ITU Triathlon World Cup. Jeffcoat raced at Tokyo but 



  

 

did not get the result she was capable of. 2022 has seen her on the Melbourne Summer Night Crit races, so 

we can expect to see her biking well up to speed.  

 
📸 @dellyphotoninja 

Great Britain’s ability to deliver a seemingly endless 

stream of powerful female athletes who can combine 

swim power with bike skills is known to us all. Amongst 

the new generation is Sophie Alden.  

Bronze medal winner in 2019 at the Olsztyn ETU Sprint 

Triathlon European Cup and at the Quarteira ETU 

Triathlon European Cup, Alden just missed out on a 

medal, coming home in 4th, at the 2021 European Cup 

in Barcelona in October. She started off the 2022 

season with a top ten finish in Quarteira.  



  

 

She is consistently to be found at the front end of the swim and we can expect her to use her swim / bike 

power on this 19.2km, six-lap bike course.        📸 British Triathlon 

With a couple of athletes not available for the start, 

the host nation is still able to field 11 female athletes 

for the Elite race. 

Watch out for Carlotta Missaglia, one of the younger 

athletes in the Italian squad. A 6th place here last 

year, she showed great pace at the ETU Kazan 

European Championships in 2019, coming home in 

4th. Her performance at the World Cup in Arzachena, 

over that incredible bike course, gave her a 9th place 

finish in a world-class line-up.  

As a junior, Missaglia regularly appeared on the 

podium, with gold medals at the 2016 Melilla ETU 

Triathlon Junior European Cup, at the 2017 Bled ETU 

Triathlon Junior European Cup and at the 2018 

Zagreb ETU Triathlon Junior European Cup.  

Italian fans will certainly be hoping to see at least one medal 

on the podium.  

Coming to this race, with a solid result in Yenişehir, will be 

Poland’s Roksana Słupek (pronounced “Swoopeck”). 2018 

saw her win a silver medal at the 2018 Alanya ETU Triathlon 

European Cup.  

She then rounded off her 2021 season with solid 

performances on the World Cup Circuit in Haeundae and 

Tongyeong (4th & 5th). In Haeundae, she posted 4th fastest 

run behind Beth Potter GBR and Sandra Dodet FRA.  

The bronze medal went to her in Yenişehir, where she posted 

the 3rd fastest run. 

 



  

 

Moving on now to the Elite Men and it is not just the Elite Women who have a strong contingent of Aussies. 

Having watched Callum McClusky race the 2019 Dnipro ETU Sprint Triathlon European Cup and having 

witnessed his incredible final 5k, locked in battle with Azerbaijan’s Rostyslav Pevtsov, where he outsprinted 

Pevtsov in the final straight, he is certainly one to watch at Caorle 2022. 

McClusky comes here with two podium finishes already in the 2022 season; a silver medal winner at the 

Oceania Triathlon Cup Devonport and bronze at the Oceania Triathlon Cup Gold Coast. 

When you mix younger athletes with the more experienced older ones, you can never quite predict what the 

outcome will be. At one of the Madrid races a few years back, a young French junior female athlete left the 

Elite behind over the sprint distance and won the race. When asked what tactics she had relied upon during 

the solo effort that took her all the way to gold, she replied something along the lines of “well, the Elite are full 

of tactics. I just went hard and kept going hard”. 

Joining the Elite ranks for this race will be Spain’s Igor 

Bellido Mikhailova. He comes here as the 2021 Junior 

World Champion after his standout victory at the 2021 

World Triathlon Junior Championships held in Quarteira 

at the end of last year. Having won junior golds in 2021 

at the Europe Triathlon Junior Cup Silver Lake and at 

the Europe Triathlon Junior Cup Wels, to add to his gold 

at the 2020 Belgrade ETU Triathlon Junior European 

Cup.    📸 World Triathlon 

 



  

 

Bellido’s story is an interesting one, “I entered the world of triathlon at the age of eleven because I was 

detected lumbar scoliosis, they recommended swimming but swimming did not attract much attention, so one 

day my father signed me up for a triathlon near Seville, my city. From that moment I began to enter into this 

great world. One of my great objectives is to participate and of course play a world series with the best in the 

world and especially in the Olympics. I will do absolutely everything in my power to achieve this goal.” 

Caorle, 2022 could be one of those stepping stones that will take him to Olympic glory. 

He will be up against some big guns, including the 

2019 European Junior Champion, Paul 

Georgenthum. The Frenchman won that title at 

the Weert ETU Triathlon European 

Championships and has moved successfully up 

through the ranks to join the Elite.  

A silver medal HAMBURG WASSER 2021 World 

Triathlon Championship Series Hamburg showed 

him to be in good form last year.  

Caorle 2022 will be a good early season test for 

him. 

 

📸 World Triathlon 

The big threat to both Bellido and Georgenthum will come from Great Britain. With the trio of Sam Dickinson, 

Tom Bishop and Barclay Izzard racing, there is some serious firepower wrapped in the Union flag.  

For Dickinson, 2019 was easily his best year with gold medals at the 

Constanta ETU Sprint Triathlon European Cup, at the Karlovy Vary 

ITU Triathlon World Cup and at the Tartu ETU Triathlon European 

Cup and Baltic Championships. A nail-biting finish at the 2019 

Funchal ETU Sprint Triathlon European Cup Final and hard-fought 

run to the line at the 2019 Kazan ETU Sprint Triathlon European 

Championships, saw silver added to his collection.  

Bishop can be expected to use his vast experience and power to 

secure good positioning for the Brits but will have to dig deep on the 

run to make it to the podium.  

Izzard has already opened his 2022 account with a podium 

appearance, winning silver at the Europe Triathlon Cup and 

Mediterranean Championships Melilla. His run was the fastest of the 

day. When on form, he and Dickinson are race-winners.     📸 British Triathlon 

Germany’s Henry Graf showed great finishing pace under immense pressure at the recent European Cup in 

Yenişehir, where he came away with bronze, posting the 2nd fastest swim split of the day. A successful junior 

athlete, with golds at the 2020 Riga ETU Triathlon Junior European Cup and at the 2021 Europe Triathlon 

Sprint Championships, Kitzbühel and again in the Mixed Team Relay. 

For the home fans, there will be added interest after a surprise podium for one of their athletes at the 2022 

Arena Games Triathlon Series London powered by Zwift. Over the explosive super short distance race, it was 

a ultimately a bronze medal for Nicolò Strada.  



  

 

Can he replicate the pace but over a sprint-distance? Well, on paper, 

his teammate, Alessio Crociani has a better chance and we will see 

this right at the start of the race as Crociani is one of the fastest in 

the water.  

The 2019 and 2020 Junior National Champion won silver at the 2021 

World Triathlon Cup Tongyeong and first came to our attention when 

he won bronze at the Buenos Aires 2018 Youth Olympic Games.  

No doubt the cheers will be loud for him and for all the Azzurri, all the 

way around the course. 

📸 World Triathlon  

 

“Save the best until last”, we often hear. Well, look who has signed up to race! 

We know him better as a South African but, since the 10th March, Richard Murray has been able to race 

under his second nationality and we will see him on the start line wearing Dutch colours. 

His initial steps into the world of triathlon 

and multisport was focussed on duathlon. 

It did not take him long to make his mark, 

becoming Junior World Duathlon 

Champion, 2007 and 2008.  

He edged into triathlon easily and was 

soon making waves. A WTS Gold in 

Hamburg in 2012 and then the London 

Olympics.  

2016 saw him crash out early season and 

break a collar-bone. That did not prevent 

him from running and biking and he 

became the World Duathlon Champion, 

2016. 

Back onto the world circuit and it was 

more gold for him; first in 2018 in Leeds, 

then Mooloolaba and then Cape Town. 

Racing under Dutch colours since March 

2022, his first medal for them was gold at 

the 2022 Americas Triathlon Cup 

Sarasota-Bradenton. 

Watch out for Richard Murray. Kijk uit!!       📸 @RD_murray on Twitter 

 

Murray’s big threat will come from a Swiss athlete who put in an incredible race at the 2021 Europe Triathlon 

Sprint Championships Kitzbühel to take the title. 



  

 

Max Studer then went to Tokyo. His first Olympics. He finished in 9 th place, showing great promise for the 

future. His training has been intense. His racing is just as intense.  

The 2018 European U23 champion from his victory at the Eilat ETU Triathlon U23 European Championships, 

he went on from that win to claim gold at the 2018 Tongyeong ITU Triathlon World Cup and at the 2018 

Alanya ETU Triathlon European Cup. Another gold at the 2020 Maselspoort ATU Sprint Triathlon African Cup 

and an impressive silver at the 2021 World Triathlon Cup Lisbon. This could be the big battle of the day. 

 
📸 World Triathlon 

 

 

 To check who is racing, simply click these links to go to the start lists for all races:  

https://www.triathlon.org/events/start_lists/2022_europe_triathlon_cup_caorle  

https://www.triathlon.org/events/start_lists/2022_europe_triathlon_junior_cup_caorle  

 

 Follow us on https://www.facebook.com/SilcaUltraliteTriathlon  

https://www.triathlon.org/events/start_lists/2022_europe_triathlon_cup_caorle
https://www.triathlon.org/events/start_lists/2022_europe_triathlon_junior_cup_caorle
https://www.facebook.com/SilcaUltraliteTriathlon

